FINDING A COLLEGE
Frances A. Coulter

Placement Officer


Selecting a college that matches your academic, financial and familial needs is critically important; after all you’ll be there for a while.  It may seem odd to start now – it seems so early – but selecting the right place takes time, and your time is limited by military and personal responsibilities.  You don’t want to pick a place just to satisfy program requirements and then try to change schools once you arrive at Newport – that is extra stress you don’t need.


There are some excellent web sites that can help you, but you must have made some decisions before you go on-line to narrow the search or look for particular schools.

Filling out this form thoughtfully will help.

COLLEGE SELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE

As you complete this questionnaire, consider all the options carefully and think about the priorities.

I. Identify the most (#1) to least (#14) important considerations when selecting a school:

a. Location (geographical) _________

b. Location (urban, suburban, rural) _______

c. Cost of school     _______

d. Curriculum (particular major)______

e. Level of academic challenge:
 difficult____   average____  easy___

f. Size of school (number of students)______

g. Student-teacher ratio _______

h. NROTC unit location (on campus or cross town) _____

i. NROTC unit size ______

j. Cost of living in the area: (based on your pay/allowances) what can you afford to spend each month for food/lodging/entertainment?  _______

k. Availability of jobs for self___ spouse___ or both____

l. Environment for children. ____________

m. Schools/day care for children. ______________

n. Other___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. After you have an idea of your priorities re-write your highest five priorities:

1.  ________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________

III.  Fill in as many details as you can on your highest priorities.  For example, if location is important, name some cities or other locations that you want to be near; if cost is important, do a detailed breakdown of your finances (including what money you are willing to borrow); if jobs for you or your spouse are important, name the types of jobs and the necessary salary.

1.  ________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________

5.  _______________________________________________________

NROTC AFFILIATES

This site provides a list of the NROTC Units and schools listed by state.

The links will take you to the UNIT web site.

http://scweb.esuhsd.org/programs/njrotc/list.htm
INVESTIGATE SPECIFIC SCHOOLS

Here you will learn about the courses, size, cost, and application procedures.

The college board web site: http://www.collegeboard.com/csearch
is a valuable resource that will allow you to specify your priorities.  

If NROTC affiliate schools do not appear on the list generated, find the school’s web site (you can find the site by doing a search on the school’s name).
            If you are near a Navy College Office or a library, try to find the 
Index of Majors and Graduate Degrees.  This book lets you look up your major and find out the schools where it may be offered.  Make a list of the schools, and then find the schools in the NROTC college list.

NARROWING YOUR SELECTIONS

Based on the priorities you set in the initial questionnaire, investigate each potential school thoroughly.

Keep a notebook/folder and record how each school matches your criteria.

Don’t just rely on the school or NROTC web sites.

Talk to real people!  They can give information on things other than academic such as jobs, housing, and atmosphere.

Find past BOOST/STA21 students at schools you’re interested in (the unit will help you).

CONFIRM YOUR FINDINGS.

Go to independent sources such as assessments of colleges (web sites such as http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cohome.htm), chambers of commerce, local newspaper, real estate and help wanted ads.

MAKING THE FINAL CHOICES

Make three lists.

Challenging: I might get accepted.

Perfect fit:  I should get accepted.

Almost a guaranteed acceptance.

Be honest about your qualifications and the school’s requirements.

Place your researched schools on the proper list.  You should have at least three schools for each category.

Remember to consider the NROTC unit when you make your final selections.

You want to be sure that your first choice is really what you want.

Your other selections should be acceptable to you - unforeseen circumstances may cause you to have to go down to your second or third choice

You should apply to at least four colleges:


- One from ‘challenging;’


- Two from ‘perfect fit;’


- One from ‘almost guaranteed.'

If you have done your preparatory work, you will be content at any one of the four (although for different reasons)

Your selections will mirror all three:


- #1 and #2 choices should come from ‘perfect fit’


- #3 choice should come from ‘guaranteed’


- #4 choice should come from ‘challenging’

SOME ADDITIONAL WEB SITES THAT CAN HELP

“What Can I Do With This Major’ links college majors and occupations

http://www1.wsc.ma.edu/careerservices/majors/default.html
Once you have an idea of a major and general ‘occupations’ this book gives great details

http://www.bls.gov/oco/
Lets you key-in location, size, cost information 

http://www.collegenet.com/
This site has some general information

http://encarta.msn.com/college/collegefind.asp
This site has a free interest inventory.

http://www.iccweb.com/careerfocus/index.asp
You can get information on SMART transcripts, financial aide, and academic advice.  You will find the entire Navy College web site to be helpful:

https://www.navycollege.navy.mil/
For further information or assistance, you may e-mail the Placement Officer at

Frances.A.Coulter@cnet.navy.mil
