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You’re luckier than most beginning college students; after all, you have a firm idea of what you want to do after you finish school:

Become a Navy or Marine Corps Officer.

You’ve got it harder than most beginning college students; you have to think about what you might want to do if you decide to leave the service after five, ten or fifteen years – you have to try to project into your future

The Navy and Marine Corps insists you obtain a college degree in order to become an officer, but leaves the choice of major up to you.  Again this freedom is both easier and harder to deal with than absolutes; so in order to make an informed decision, you must do some honest soul searching and dedicated research 

The selection process begins with YOU.  You know what you like and dislike, what you are good at and what you have to struggle at; so that’s the place to start. 

Take some time and complete the following survey.  

Don’t just whip through it – really THINK!

SELECTING A MAJOR

I. Think about your academic career so far (high school, college, and any military technical training) and answer the following questions.  Remember that you needn’t have gotten the highest grades in those classes you identify as “Liked.”  You may have liked something even if you had to struggle.  So don’t let grades be your guide here.  

a.  Reading and thinking about literature: 

1. Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

b.  Writing essays 

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

c. Writing lab reports

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

d. History

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

e. Art

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

f. Math – Course name_____________

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

g. Science – Name ______________

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

h. Foreign languages:  Name___________

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

i. Technical Course 1 :  Name _______________

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

j. Technical Course 2:  Name ________________

1.  Liked it __  2.  Didn’t like it____ 3. Take it or leave it______

II. Pick the Five that you selected as “Liked it”

a. ______________________

b. ______________________

c. ______________________

d. ______________________

e. ______________________

III. Explain why you liked these classes – what was it about that class that made you like it?  Again, liking something does not mean you found it easy or ‘aced’ it, but could be that you found the struggle satisfying or that it felt good to finally ‘get’ something.

a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now that you have this information about yourself and your preferences, you need to match these up with some majors.  Continue on through the rest of this document and explore the links throughout.

ASSESSING YOUR INTERESTS 

You should begin to see some patterns of preferences in this last set, and the next step 

is to see how these preferences relate to different jobs.

There are a number of web sites that can help

Various assessments lets you find out your personality type

http://www.nwtc.tec.wi.us/C2K/Assessment.HTM
LINKING YOUR INTERESTS TO JOBS

A variety of interest surveys link to the types of jobs available

http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=98888&nocache=959418672
More details on personality types that can be used with the job link below

http://www.uhs.berkeley.edu/Students/CareerLibrary/Links/ASSESS.HTM
This site is keyed to types that may result from this survey

 http://career.missouri.edu/holland/
The following sites link various majors and related jobs http://www1.wsc.ma.edu/careerservices/majors/default.html
http://college.library.wisc.edu/collections/career/majors.html
A FINAL NOTE
· Remember, a major is the BEGINNING, not the END;

· Know what you LIKE;

· Know what you are GOOD AT;

· Know what you will WORK HARD FOR;

· Be HONEST …Reach for the stars, but know how far away they are!

For further information or assistance, you may e-mail the Placement Officer at

Frances.A.Coulter@cnet.navy.mil
